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Are You Ready for a Visit to the Dog Park?

“I've been alone ALL DAY. Now you're
home and [ want to DO something!” tele-
graphs the thump-thump-thumping ail. Your
best friend's soulful expression, along with the
warmth and fresh air of springtime, lures you
on. “Okay. Let's go to the Dog Park,” you
announce lo the now careening canine.

What better place than a dog park for
exercising, socializing, and nurturing the
human-canine bond? Theoretically, only

well-mannered dogs under the confrol of
sawy
owners are welcome there, But dog parks are
_-alse ahangout for The Clueless and The
Careless - both two-legged and four-legged.
A visit there can be either a highly rewarding
experience, or something very much the
opposite, depending on how well you're
prepared. '

The Clueless and The Careless

One quiet morning my Golden Retriever
and | strofted toward a remote portion of the
park. Though owning several obedience t-
tles, he was nonetheless tethered on a 6-foot
lead. This was our first visit, and { wanted fo
first familiarize us with the surroundings and
be assured he would ohey my verba! com-
mands. - Suddenly, at a distance of about 75
yards we spotted a dog barreling our way as
its owner trailed far behind. My dog's ears
went up, his gaze focused, as the strange dog
rapidly bore down. When fewer than 50 feet
separated the two, the ofher dog’s owner
called out from afar, “Is your dog friendly?” |
didn’t respond, instead stepping in front of my
dog and using my shins just in time to inter-
cept the incoming canine projectile. Quite
understandably, my dog barked and iunged at
the intruder who,
thankfully, refreated without further incident.

When the other owner finally reached
conversafion range | inquired, as politely as
my seething temper permitted, “What would
you have done from way back there if | had
said no, my dog's not friendly at all?" That

thought to himself that [§
it was my dog, after all;
who'd made the lunge
and bark when all his
dog had wanted fo do
was say "Hi.”

This pair personi-
fies The Clueless, an
inevitable presence

‘and potential hazard at

every dog park. How are they clueless? Let's
start with Fido. To crash uncontrollably into
another dog's space is a “fo-paw” in the
extrems. If's the-canine equivalent of a
mugging, certainly not how well-mannered and
properly socialized dogs introduce themselves.
His owner's faifure to recognize such blatant
mishehavior as such is the even more
significant issue. One day that poor pooch is

. going to fearn manners the hard way, when it

gets munched and mauled by another dog.
And then, the possibility looms that what began
as a dog that just wanted to be friendiy, but not
knowing how, ends up turning fearful or
aggressive. And his owner will be clearly to
blame. '

Then there's. The Careless. You won't have
to stroll very far into the park to spot them
either, ignoring their dogs while visiting with
companions or chatting on cell phones. Most
unfortunate incidents are directly affributable to
owner inattention when trouble could have been
averted. Anyone who's ever seen one can
attest that a doeg fight is far easier to prevent
than to break up. The Careless, too, have

perfected the deception of nonchalantly
bending to tie their shoe and pretending not to
nofice as their dog makes a “deposit.” They're
also famous for throwing the Frisbee or tennis
ball for their degs in heavily trafficked areas,
well aware there are a dozen dogs nearby all
eager {o pounce.

Pack Leader = Trainer, Manager, Protector

You'll be well on your way to a pleasant
experience at the dog park if you heed your

earned me a nose-out-of-joint scowl. He likely ‘responsibifity to be your dog’s trainer, manager

and protector. Train your dog before
you go. Manage your dog while
Yyou're there. Be the pack leader he
deserves by protecting

him from perceived threats. And
remember;

b Every dog that enters the park
should be manageable on a lead.
You teach this at home, not in the
excitement of entering the park.

0 If a dog is not reliably responsive to “Come”
it should not be permitted off-lead, period.
There is no shame in your dog spending the
enfire visit on a long line or retractable leash.
He'll stifl be able to exercise and socialize, but
you and other owners will all enjoy greater
peac of mind.

0 Don’t permit yourself to become distracted.
Watch “where your dog’s nose is” at alf times.
This is neither the place fo start a new book,
nor to simultaneously attempt exarcising and
supervising a vanload of kids.

0 Don't permit your dog to approach other
dogs or people in boisterous fashion. Being
called back to your side will quickly teach her
that she gets fo visit only when calm, Ask
permission before approaching others, and-be
understanding if another owner declines.

- 1 Don’t permit out-of-control dogs to approach

yours. Don’t be shy about asking someone to
keep their dog at a distance. This is your
responsibility as pack leader.

0 Don't force a shy or fearful dog into meeting
and greeting. Letthem ge at their own pace.

0 Welcome those who want to meet and pet
your dog, but don't hesitate to show them how
to approach properly as your dog sits pelitely.




